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NATIONAL APOSTASY. 


Tue last Quarterly Review contains an article on 
Ireland, ‘which strenuously advocates the payment by 
the State of the Roman Catholic hierarchy and 
priesthood of Ireland. The sum which the reviewer 
conceives would be wanted for the purpose, is an an- 
nual grant of £300,000; asum palpably inadequate 
to satisfy the desires, or supply the present wants of 
the Irish priesthood. From the tone of the article, 
we have no doubt that an influential portion of the Con- 
servative party and ministry are bent upon this sacrile- 
gious measure ; and as they will assuredly be seconded 
by the majority of the Whigs and Liberals, sooner or 
later, and probably at no distant period, we must ex- 
pect to see a Roman Catholic establishment in Ireland. 
By many, who have deeply studied prophecy, something 
of this sort has been foreseen. The fulfilment of the 
predictions of the preaching of the everlasting Gospel 
to all nations, and of the drying up of the Turkish em- 
pire have, in their opinion, given note of preparation 
for that awful period, when the rulers of the kingdoms 
of the earth should take counsel together and throw 
off their responsibility upon the Most High, and when 
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in consequence, the King of Kings should laugh them 
to scorn, and pour forth his vengeance upon the kings 
and nations of the earth. The Quarterly Reviewer 
states, that the Emperor of Austria, by the advice of 
his great and wise minister, Prince Metternich, is about 
to grant a state provision to the Protestant clergy of 
his empire. This will be part and parcel of the same 
system. It is just as inconsistent with the doctrine of 
national responsibility fora Roman Catholic state to 
support Protestantism, as it is for a Protestant state to 
support Roman Catholicism. A Romish state is cri- 
minal in supporting Romanism, because it is an idola- 
trous and corrupt system of religion. But whilst a 
state professes Romanism, the support by it of Protes- 
tantism proclaims the material infidelity of the state 
in its avowed renunciation of its responsibility to God. 
The time, apparently, isnot far distant, when after a 
temporary prosperity, and its invariable accompaniment 
in the case of Romanism, intolerable overbearance and 
insolence, the Church of Rome willbe destroyed by 
the power of infidelity, amidst wars, insurrections, re- 
volutions, political earthquakes, and troubles, such as 
haye never yet occurred, in the annals of mankind. 
England—highly favoured but apostate England, will 
come in for her full’share of the cup of Divine wrath; 
and her guilty statesmen will perceive, when it is too 
late, what is clearly taught in the Bible, that God 
invariably punishes guilty and apostate nations, If 
the information of the Reviewer be correct, Austria 
will evince her disrespect of God, by paying, what she 
holds to be an heretical priesthood. The government 
of France pays Romanists, Protestants, and Jews—the 
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government of Prussia pays Romanists and Protestants 
—the government of England soon will have a Romish 
as well asa Protestant establishment in Ireland, al- 
ready it supports there a Romish priestly college-house. 
The nations of Europe, it should seem, are rapidly 
ripening for the final judgments ; such at least, is the 
opinion of many divines deeply versed in prophecy. 
But if these things be so, how watchful should be the 
church of Christ, the bride, the people of God and of 
his Christ, of every religious persuasion, and how zea- 
lous should they be in uplifting their voices to their 
Roman Catholic brethren, and crying out to them— 
** Come out of her my people, lest ye be partakers of 
her plagues.” 

After all, how little has the church of Christ in 
England done for the evangelization of Ireland! and 
how little do British Christians seem to care for the 
souls of Irish Roman Catholics! In support of this 
assertion we need only adduce one fact, —tens of thou- 
sands of Roman Catholics annually visit England for the 
harvest, what efforts—worthy of the name of efforts— 
have been made to evangelize these unhappy slaves of 
Romish corruption and priesteraft ? Let this reproach 
be wiped away by unceasing efforts to seek and to save 
as many of these our fellow-countrymen, as through 
_the grace of God, shall have ears to hear and hearts to 
receive the glad tidings of gospel-salvation. Let none 
of these poor men return to Ireland without tracts, 
testaments, or bibles. By these means, gospel-light 
will be diffused in many parts of Roman Catholic Ire- 
land, and the seeds of a blessed reformation will be 
sown in many a dark and idolatrous bosom. 
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In proportion as British politicians support error, 
let British christians go forth with redoubled zeal in 
the work of evangelization; in proportion as the 
British nation dishonours her Christian profession and 
apostatizes, let the church of Christ in Great Britain 
more faithfully, fearlessly, perseveringly, indefatigably, 
and loyally fight the battles of her Lord and Saviour, 
and prove that he has many servants in degraded Eng- 
land, who honour, love and glorify Him, and would joy- 
fully live and die for Him, who poured out his blood 
upon the Cross, to save a ruined and perishing world. 


FALSE MIRACLES IN THE PATRISTIC AND 
ROMISH CHURCHES. 


(Vindiciea Ecclesie Anglicane, by Robert Southey, 
Esq. LL.D.) 


“Tr would require something more than Jerome’s 
assertion, saint and father though he is, to make me 
believe that he was taken bodily in a vision before the 
throne of our Redeemer and Judge, and there by that 
Redeemer’s order, scourged for reading Cicero. That 
he may have dreamt so is not improbable ; but when I 
find St. Jerome asserting that he awoke with the marks 
as well as the smart of the stripes, I must believe 
either that a miracle was wrought for an unworthy and 
even an ill purpose, .... or that the Saints and 
Fathers of the Romish Church dealt in what they sup- 
posed to be pious frauds, more than two centuries be- 
fore the Anglo-Saxon missionaries arrived in England. 
It was the system of the Romish Church, and in that 
system the missionaries were trained. 

“The titular bishop Milner may perhaps bravely pro- 
fess his belief in the precious miracles ; one who has 
taken under his protection not only St. Winifred, but 
St. Ursula, and the whole company of the eleven thou- . 
sand virgins, may be valiant enough to defend anything. 
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But you, Sir, and those persons whom I must be al- 
lowed to call the semi-reformed English Romanists, of 
whom you * may be considered as the representative ; 
you are ready to exclaim that you believe them as little 
as I do; that all such stories are only the weaknesses 
of your ancient writers, . . . . the natural growth of 
unenlightened and credulous times. Base the money 
is, but it is the currency of the Romish Church; the 
perpetual succession of your boasted miracles is made 
up of such stories ; they are not the weaknesses of your 
writers : they are the frauds of your teachers and your 
saints. It was the system of that Church to encourage, 
to accredit, and to practise them. Jt is so still. Wit- 
ness the pictures of the Virgin Mary at Rome, that 
moved their eyes and squinted! Witness the canoni- 
zation of Joseph Labré! Witness the episcopal knight 
of St. Winifred’s well! Witness Prince Hohenloe! 
Witness the blood of St. Januarius! Would the Nea- 
politan priests exhibit this experiment in the presence 
of Sir Humphry Davy, and permit him to examine the 
phial and its contents? Sir, you are conscious that 
they dare not submit their miracle to any such investi- 
gation. You know that this juggle is annually per- 
formed with the full knowledge of your highest eccle- 
siastical authorities, not with their sufferance only, but 
their sanction... . . with the full approval of your 
infallible church and its infallible head ; and knowing 
this, is it with ‘a sigh or a smile,’ Sir, that you charge 
me with calumny, when I charge that church with car- 
rying on a system of imposture and wickedness ?” 


TERTULLIAN’S DEFINITION OF A CHURCH. 


Tue Tractarians are very fond of referring to the 
authority of the Fathers; will they adopt Tertullian’s 
definition of a Christian Church? de exhort. cast. c. 7. 
«* All Christians are priests, agreeably to the words of 
St. John in the book of Revelations—‘ Christ has made 
us a kingdom and a priesthood to God and his Father.’ 


* The late Charles Butler, Esq. 
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The authority of the church and its honor, which de- 
rives sanctity from the assembled church, has estab- 
lished the difference between the clergy and laity. In 
places where there are no clergy, any single Christian 
may exercise the functions of the priesthood, may cele- 
brate the Eucharist and baptise. But where three 
though laymen, are gathered together, there is a 
church.” We have adopted the translation of that very 
eminent scholar, Bishop Kaye. 


MR. DELLON’S NARRATIVE OF THE ROMISH INQUISI- 
TION AT GOA, IN WESTERN INDIA, IN THE 
EIGHTEENTH CENTURY. 


Extracted from Christian Researches in India, by late Rev. 
C. Buchanan. ; 


Mr. Detton had been thrown into the Inquisition 
at Goa, and confined in a dungeon ten feet square, 
where he remained upwards of two years, without seeing 
any one but the gaoler who brought him his victuals, 
except when he was brought to his trial, expecting 
daily to be brought to the stake, His alleged crime 
was charging the Inquisition with cruelty, in a conyer- 
sation he had with a priest at Daman, a Portuguese 
town in another part of India, 

“During the months of November and December, 
I heard every morning the shrieks of the unfortunate 
victims who were undergoing the question (torture.) 
I remembered to have heard, before I was cast into 
prison, that the Auto-da-Fé was generally celebrated 
on the first Sunday in Advent, because on that day is 
read in the churches that part of the gospel in which 
mention is made of the last judgment ; and the inqui- 
sitors pretend by this ceremony to exhibit a lively em- 
blem of that awful event. I was likewise convinced 
that there were a great many prisoners besides myself, 
the profound silence which reigned within the walls of 
the building, having enabled me to count the number 
of doors which were opened at the hours of meals. 
However, the first and second Sundays of Advent passed 
by without my hearing of anything, and I prepared to 
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undergo another year of melancholy captivity, when 
was aroused from my despair on the 11th of January, 
by the noise of the guards removing the bars from the 
door of my prison. The alcaide presented me with a 
habit, which he ordered me to put on, and to make 
myself ready to attend him when he should come again. 
Thus saying, he lighted a Jamp in my dungeon. The 
guards returned about two o’clock in the morning, and 
Jed me out into a long gallery, where I found a number 
of the companions of my fate drawn up in a rank 
against the wall. I placed myself among the rest, and 
several more soon joined the melancholy band. The 
profound silence and stillness caused them to resemble 
statues more than the animated bodies of human crea- 
tures. The women, who were clothed in a similar 
manner, were placed in a neighbouring gallery, where 
we could not see them; but I remarked that a number 
of persons stood by themselves at some distance, at- 
tended by others who wore long black dresses, and who 
walked backwards and forwards occasionally. I did 
not then know who these were; but I was afterwards 
informed that the former were the victims who were 
condemned to be burned, and the others were their 
confessors. 

* After we were all ranged against the wall of this 
gallery, we received each a large wax taper. They then 
brought us a number of dresses made of yellow cloth, 
with the cross of St. Andrew painted before and be- 
hind. This is called the San Benito. The relapsed 
heretics wore another species of robe, called the 
samarra, the ground of which is grey. The portrait of 
the sufferer is painted upon it, placed upon burning 
torches, with flames anddemons all round. Caps were 
then produced, called carroches, made of pasteboard, 
pointed like sugar loaves, all covered over with devils 
and flames of fire. 

«The great bell of the cathedral began to ring a 
little before sunrise, which served as a signal to warn 
the people of Goa to come and behold the august cere- 
mony of the Auto-da-Fé ;* and then they made us 

* This was the term applied by the a to the burning 
of heretics. 
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proceed from the gallery one by one. I remarked as 
we passed into the great hall, that the inquisitor was 
sitting at the door with his secretary by him, and that 
he delivered every prisoner into the hands of a parti- 
cular person, who is to be his guard to the place of 
burning. These persons are called parrains, or — 
fathers. My godfather was the commander of a ship. 
I went forth with him, and as soon as we were in the 
street, | saw that the procession was commeneed by 
the Dominican friars, who have this honour because 
St. Dominic founded the inquisition. These are fol- 
lowed by the prisoners, who walked one after the other, 
each having his godfather by his side, and a lighted 
taper in his hand. The least guilty go foremost ; and 
as I did not pass for one of them, there were many 
who took precedence of me. The women were mixed 
promiscuously with the men. We all walked barefoot, 
and the sharp stones of the streets of Goa wounded my 
tender feet, and caused the blood to stream, for they 
made us march through the chief streets of the city, 
and we were regarded everywhere by an innumerable 
crowd of people, who had assembled from all parts of 
India to behold this spectacle, for the inquisition takes 
care to announce it long before in the most remote 
parishes. At length we arrived at the chureh of St. 
Fraucis, which was, for this time, destined for the eele- 
bration of the act of faith. On one side of the altar, 
was the grand inquisitor and his counsellors, and on 
the other, the viceroy of Goa and his court. All the 
prisoners are seated to hear a sermon. I observed that 
those prisoners who wore the horrible carrochas came 
in last in the procession. One of the Augustine monks 
ascended the pulpit, and preached for a quarter of an 
hour. The sermon being ended, two readers went up 
to the pulpit,one after the other, and read the sentences 
of the prisoners. My joy was extreme when I heard 
that my sentence was not to be burnt, but to be a 
galley-slave for five years. After the sentences were 
read, they summoned forth those miserable victims 
who were destined to be destroyed by the’ holy inquisi- 
tion. The images of the heretics who had died in 
prison, were bought up at the same time, their bones 
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being contained in small chests, covered with flames 
and demons. An officer of the secular tribunal now 
came forward and seized these unhappy people, after 
they had each received a slight blow upon the breast 
from the aleaide, to intimate that they were abandoned. 
They were then led away to the bank of the river, 
where the viceroy and his court were assembled, and 
where the faggots had been prepared the preceding 
day. As soon as they arrive at this place, the con- 
demned persons are asked in what religion they choose 
to die, and the moment they have replied to this ques- 
tion, the executioner seizes them, and binds them to a 
stake in the midst of the faggots. The day after the 
execution, the portraits of the dead are carried to the 
church of the Dominicans ; the heads only are repre- 
sented, surrounded by flames and demons; and under- 
neath is the name and crime of the person who has 
been burned.” —Relation de VInquisition de Goa, c. 
XXiv. 


INSCRIPTIONS AT BRUSSELS, 


INSCRIPTIONS ON BANNERS IN THE CATHE- 
DRAL OF ST. GUDULE, BRUSSELS. 


Le Ciel sourit, et L’En- 
fer tremble, lorsque nous 
recitons devotement la 
salutation Angelique. 

Marie est la rose de 
Paradis, dont le parfum 
fortifie les justes, et rend 
la vie aux pecheurs, 


Oui, Sa Bonté se plait & 
sécourir un coeur con- 
fiant, que la prie siécles, 
Parlez—vit-on jamais pé- 
rir un vrai serviteur de 
Marie? 


sur le 
vogue 


Chretien 
orageux, 


Le 
monde 


Heaven smiles, and Hell 
trembles, when we de- 
voutly repeat the Angelic 
Salutation, 

Mary is the rose of Pa- 
radise, whose perfume 
strengthens the righteous, 
and gives (or restores) life 
to sinners. 

Yes, her goodness de- 
lights in comforting the 
hearts of those who con- 
fide in and pray to her 
continually, Say—do we 
ever see a true disciple of 
Mary perish? 

The Christian in this 
stormy world is always in 
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toujours pris du naufrage, 
mais 4 Marie adresse-t-il 
ses yooux il aborde en paix 
au rivage. 


Devotion 
a 
8. Laurent 
Martyr 
dans L’ Eglise des 

SS. Michel et Gudule. 

Tous les Jendis on pré- 
sentera les reliques du 
Saint a honorer les per- 
sonnes affectées d’erup- 
tions, tumeurs, et ul- 
ceres pees se présenter 
dans la Sacriste; tous les 
jours de lannée ou reci- 
tera sur elles les priéres 
d’usage, et on leur distri- 
buera de l’huile bénité. 
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danger of shipwreck, but 
he addresses his prayers 
to Mury, and he lands in 
peace (or safety) on the 
shore. 
Devotion 
to 
Saint Laurent 
the Martyr 
in the Church of the 
Saints Michael & Gudule. 
Hvery Thursday the re- 
lics of the Saint may be 
honored. Every one af- 
fected with eruptions, tu- 
mours, and ulcers, must 
attend in the Sacristy ; 
every day in the year the 
usual prayers will be re- 
peated over them, and the 
Holy oil will be distri- 
buted among them. 


EXTRACT FROM THE LETTER OF AN ESTEEMED 
CLERICAL CORRESPONDENT IN KENT. 


“TY rerurn ‘the Form/of admitting Converts,’ &e. 
with many thanks for the loan of it. [have detained 
it long; but various circumstances prevented my re- 
ceiving Thos. C—— of the Regiment of Foot 
until yesterday. You will perhaps be interested to hear 
(and it encourages others in the work) that I have a 
young Belgian female a candidate for confirmation ; she 
is by birth and education a Roman Catholic, but wishes 
to embrace the Protestant faith, The archbishop re 
commends that as she is a minor she should be admitted 
to confirmation as tantamount to recantation and admis- 
sion into the Chureh.” 
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OPERATIVE AUXILIARIES OF THE REFORMA-. 
TION SOCIETY, 


EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. D, 
Bermondsey Operative Auwiliary. 


* At the close of the discussion,” writes the secretary, 
Mr. D. ‘it was proposed to send a challenge to the 
priest, to meet a clergyman of the Established Church 
in discussion, which was immediately done, but no 
answer has been received. It is hoped that some light 
may have been thrown on the minds of those Roman 
Catholics who were present, who cannot read for them- 
selves the word of God, they were observed to listen 
most attentively to both speakers. About 1200 per- 
sons were admitted, and a great number of tracts were 
distributed at the doors.” 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR, LEWIS, 
Missionary at Bermondsey. 


Visited and conversed for a considerable time with a 
Roman Catholic, who on a former occasion, stated that 
Priest B. refused visiting him for having a Protestant 
bible in his room, I stated that God in his divine 
wisdom had given his word to be a light to our feet and 
a lamp to our path, that holy men of old spake and 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost, that God 
caused his word to be written for our learning and in- 
struction, and were it not for his word, what knowledge 
could we possibly have of his dealings with his people 
from one age of the world to another; that even the 
Church of Rome takes its (pretended) authority from 
that word, while that Church strains every nerve in 
order to keep it from the people; that that Church en- 
deavours to put the light of the glorious gospel of Christ 
under a bushel ; that the word of God is public property, 
that it is the will of God, sealed with the precious blood 
of Christ ; that the Saviour commanded his apostles to 
preach his gospel to every creature, that that gospel is 
the power of God to the salvation of all that believe in 
Jesus 5, to all which he paid the deepest attention, and 
I trust that lasting impressions are made. 
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Visited three Roman Catholic families, read portions 
of the word of God, dwelt much on Ist and 2d verses of 
the Sth chapter to the Romans, ‘here is therelore, 
now,” &c. I trust I have shewn that the apostle spoke 
in the present tense, and that guilt and condemnation 
is removed from those who sincerely believe in the Lord 
Jesus. Visited a Roman Catholic family, read the 2nd 
of Ephesians, and endeavoured to shew that it is through 
the free and unmerited grace of God, that we are saved 
from the power, the dominion, and from the everlasting 
punishment due to our sins. 

Visited and conversed for a considerable time with a 
few Protestant families, who, it appeared to me, knew 
nothing of the erroneous doctrines and tenets of 
Romanism. I endeavoured to shew, that while the gos- 
pel declares there is one God and one Mediator between 
God and man, the man Christ Jesus, the Church of 
Rome has introduced mediators in hundreds or in thou- 
sands. I endeavoured to shew that while the leading 
doctrines of the gospel were repentance towards God, 
faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, and holiness of 
lieart and life, the poor misguided Romanist was directed 
to penances, to pilgrimages, to scourgings, to fastings, 
to masses, to works of supererogation, to priestly abso- 
lutions, and last of all to purgatory, (all considered as 
meritorious.) Here I stated one circumstance among 
many which occurred in Ireland. A very intelligent 
Roman Catholic, with whom I was acquainted for many 
years, it pleased God to afflict him, which terminated in 
his death. In his sickness, the priest, the Rev. Mr. F. 
was sent for, and after the poor dying man confessed, 
received absolution, and was anointed, or what they 
term, received the sacrament of extreme unction, the 
dying man said, now Father F. where am I to go? Indeed 
B., said the priest, Ido not know, nor do I know where 
I am to go to myself. O how awful, and how uncertain 
is the departure from time into eternity of the poor 
dying Romanist, while the believers in Jesus can use the 
language of confidence, and say, ‘for we know that if the 
earthly house of this tabernacle be dissolved, we have a 
building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.’ 
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Visited two Roman Catholic families, and conversed 
with several others, many of whom will neither listen to 
scripture nor to reason; only the church, the church, 
upon this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of hell shall not prevail against it; while I endeavoured 
toshew that sin is the broad way that leads to everlast- 
ing misery, and thatit will not avail us in the great day 
of account, to have a name among the people of God, 
if our sins are not pardoned here, and if we have not an 
interest in that precious blood, which cleanseth from all 
sin. Visited a Roman Catholic family; it certainly re- 
quires the injunction of our Lord to come in contact 
with some of them, ‘ Be ye therefore wise as serpents 
but harmless as doves.” 

Visited two Roman Catholic families, read part of the 
5th chap. to the Romans, and endeavoured to explain 
the love of God in the gift of his Son, to a perishing 
world, as exhibited in the 8th verse. Held conversations 
with three different Roman Catholic families. I find some 
willing to hear and reason about religious affairs, while 
others turn a deaf ear to my expostulations, nothing 
but “our church is since the days of the apostles, 
yours is only since Luther and Calvin, who commenced 
by plundering and robbing the holy Catholic church, 
and sure it can’t be good; ours is the true church that 
cannot err.” Such is the weak and foolish reasoning of 
numbers who feel no concern for the salvation of their 
immortal souls, and are lulled into carnal security by 
the belief or persuasion that they are within the pale of 
what they term the Holy Roman Catholic and Apostolic 
church, and also are instructed to believe that the priest 
can absolve them from any crimes or sins which they 
may be guilty of. O what an awful infatuation, that 
men in this enlightened age of the Christian world should 
be so blindfold as not to consider that they are to render 
an account of that sense, reason, and understanding, 
which God has endowed them with. 


4 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. M—., 
Somers Town Operative Auxiliary. 


A lecture by Mr. Spurgeon. Subject—Scripture and 
Tradition. ‘Tracts are givem away in the usual way, 
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and the members are doing the best they can, by visita- 
tions, discussions, use of copies of the Scriptures, and 
conversations with both Roman Catholics and Pro- 
testants. 

A lecture by Dr. Morgan. Subject—The duty of all 
men to read the Holy Scriptures. Tracts are lent 
weekly, and small tracts are givenaway. Conversations 
by members with Roman Catholics are very frequent— 
the Scriptures are explained to the ignorant—families 
are visited —much time is devoted to the cause of God, 
in every thing that is calculated to lead the mind and 
heart in the way it should be. 

A lecture by Mr. Ballard. Subject—The Jesuits : 
their principles and acts. Our meetings, I am happy 
to say, increase. I trust much good is being done by 
the lectures. Roman Catholics attend our meetings, 
but no interruption has been experienced. The library 
is very useful : the members are thankful for the use 
. it. The Hammersmith Discussion is much called 

or. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. S——. 
: Westminster Operative Auwiliary. 

Went to Y Buildings, with Miss P—, and found 
Mr. and Mrs. C— at home, with two other Roman 
Catholics. Mr. W— left a Protestant work for Mr. J—. 
Mr. C — introduced the Maynooth Endowment Bill, 
but Mr. W— told him that the Sabbath was given us 
by God for the purpose of reading and studying his 
Word for public worship, and attending to the concerns 
of our souls, and that therefore time spent on Sunday 
in speaking on politics was time misspent. Mr. C— 
then returned to the subject of Purgatory, which Mr. 
W— shewed to be opposed to the fulness and freeness 
of the Gospel scheme ; and, after a few words of advice, 
Mr. W. left. 

Called at the other Roman Catholic family in the 
same court, and found the wife at home, and two other 
Roman Catholics. We were kindly received, and began 
a conversation which lasted about two hours, during 
which the husband and another Roman Catholic came 
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in, and welcomed us also kindly. In the course of 
conversation, the husband stated that when a person 
was excommunicated in Ireland, the priest always for- 
bad his friends, &e. to speak to him, associate with, or 
practise kindness or charity towards him; and he in- 
ferred from this, that the priest who did this must be a 
minister of God. ‘‘ Not so,’’ replied Mr. W— ‘ were he 
a minister of God, and had he imbibed the spirit of that 
Saviour whom he professed to serve, and who said 
‘ Blessed are the merciful,’ &c. ‘ Blessed are the peace- 
makers,’ &c. (Matt. v. 7, 9), he would say to his flock, 
respecting the excommunicated person, ‘ Pity him, pray 
for him, and try, by gentle but firm persuasion, to 
shew him the errors into which he has fallen.” He 
seemed surprised at the way in which Mr. W— turned 
his arguments against himself, and was silent. Mr. 
W— endeavoured, as he is always wont, to impress 
upon them the corruption of man’s nature—his inca- 
pability of doing anything to satisfy God, or to save 
himself—the earnest desire of God that he should be 
saved ; quoting Bzek. xviii. 33—xi. 19.; Isaiah lv. 
16—20., &c. The all-sutliciency of our Saviour’s 
atonement and righteousness, justification by faith, the 
necessity of a new birth, and the sanctifying influences 
of the Holy Spirit. They (the Romanists) seemed to 
feel and appreciate the truth of much that Mr. W— 
said, and Mr. W— then asked leave to engage in 
prayer ; upon which the husband immediately attacked? 
him respecting his not invoking the Virgin, evidently 
thinking that if he did not invoke her, his prayers would 
be of little avail. Mr. W— shewed, that as Jesus is our 
Mediator, (1 Tim. ii. 5.) and is able to save to the utter- 
most all that come unto God by him, (Heb. vii. 25.) to 
invoke the Virgin was not only unnecessary, but a 
positive insult to Christ, as practically denying the 
efficacy of his intercession. Mr. W—, finding he could 
not obtain permission to pray, he addressed them 
earnestly on the necessity of not slighting the truth, 
and parted, as usual, very good friends. ‘‘ We after- 
wards (says Mr. W—) left tracts at two other houses 
in the same court, and at a third, the husband, a Roman. 
Catholic, refused to take one, ‘saying, ‘he would rather 
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lose his week’s wages than read one of our tracts.’ ” 


Mr. W— expostulated with him, but he remained firm, 
and they parted. 

Visited a Romish family in Y——- Buildings, who 
took a tract last Sunday; the wife returned the tract, 
saying, that her husband (who is a bigoted Romanist, 
and unable to read, the wife also a Romanist, but an 
intelligent woman) had abused her for taking it in. 
He being present, Mr. W— reasoned with him, but he 
refused to allow her to read our tracts ; she, however, 
in the end, took the tract to read again. Mr. W— 
had then a long and somewhat interesting conversation 
with them, during which the husband, as before, claimed 
for his priests the power of working miracles, which of 
course Mr. W— denied ; and, by so doing, drew down 
his anger onhim, Mr. W— then strove, as simply as 
possible, to lay before them the awful importance of the 
concerns of the soul, the necessity of thinking for our- 
selves on those matters of repentance, salvation by 
Christ alone, &c. and answered his objections. The 
wife seemed much interested. On her telling Mr. W— 
that they had no Bible, Mr. W— promised to give them 
one if they would promise to read it. This the wife 
expressed herself perfectly willing to do, but her hus- 
band would not give his consent to her doing so. They 
then parted good friends. 

June 5th.—Held a public meeting. Among those 
onthe platform were the Rev. J. Cumming, D.D., Rev. 
E. A. Dunn, &c. The chair was taken at half-past 
seven o'clock, by Capt. F. E. V. Harcourt, R.N. ‘The 
meeting was opened by Dr. Cumming offering up a 
prayer for the Divine blessing. The chairman then, in 
his opening address, stated, that the passage quoted 
by the Rev. R. P. Blakeney, B.A., at the Meeting of 
Noy. 13th, 1844, relative to the Romish ceremony of 
the Proba had been sent to Dr. Magee, the Romish 
priest of Westminster, with a note, requesting him to 
deny or attest its authenticity ; but no answer had 
been receieved, though the Secretary had written a 
second note to Dr. Magee, requesting an answer ; thus 
shewing that Dr. M., not daring to deny the truth of 
the statement made by Mr. B—, and not wishing to 


EXTRACTS. 189 


acknowledge its correctness, thought the best plan 
would be to say nothing. 

The chairman then gave an account of some of the 
erroneous doctrines of the Church of Rome, shewing 
their falsehood and fearful consequences, and concluded 
by reading the following Report :— 

«The Committee of this Society have pleasure in 
stating, that during the past quarter the system of 
visiting Roman Catholics at their homes, lending them 
tracts, &c. has been regularly acted upon every Sabbath 
by members of this auxiliary, who have, in some eases, 
driven Roman Catholic advocates from the field ; and 
also, that by the exertions of this auxiliary, a similar 
society has been formed in Soho, which bids fair to be 
a means of doing much good in that populous neigh- 
bourhood. The Committee, therefore, appeal most 
earnestly to the Protestants of Westminster for sup- 
port and assistance in the work of faith, and labour of 
love, which they have undertaken.” 

Dr. Cumming then rose, and at great length, and 
with his usual eloquence, exposed the fearful idolatry of 
the Church of Rome, her persecuting principles, her 
hatred of the Bible, and the sacrilegious way in which 
she mutilates the Word of God to suit her own pur- 
poses, choosing rather to corrupt God’s word, and 
bring it to sanction her doctrines, than to frame her 
doctrines according to God’s word. In the course of 
his speech, Dr. C— quoted from various authorized 
Roman Catholic works, among which was the Psalter 
of St. Bonaventure, in which the name of the Deity 
is systematically expunged, and that of the Virgin sub- 
stituted ; a French Romish document, in which the 
Lord’s Prayer is adapted so as to be applied to the 
Virgin; and some Irish and Italian Catechisms, in 
which the second Commandment is wholly omitted, &e. 
At an early period of the evening, a Romanist asked 
leave to speak, which was granted, when he read a 
passage from the Penal Laws. Dr. C. replied, that 
when a Romanist persecuted, he did so in accordance 
with the spirit of his Church, persecution having been 
sanctioned by its Popes, Divines, and General Councils; 
but when a Protestant persecuted, he did so in spite of 
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his Rule of Faith—the Bible—which inculcates peace, 
love, and charity, not hatred and bloodshed; besides 
which, we have now repealed the Penal Laws, whereas 
the Church of Rome, by claiming infallibility, dare not 
disown and repeal her principles, and must therefore 
continue a persecuting church. Another Romanist then 
requested to be allowed to speak, which the chairman 
agreed to. Hethen proceeded to deny that his Church 
worshipped the Virgin, or cherished persecuting prin- 
ciples ; but he said that what Dr. C. had stated respect- 
ing the omission of the second commandment was quite 
true, as in that part of Ireland where he was born and 
educated, the Catechisms which he learned contained 
the Ten Commandments, but with the omission of the 
second. He spoke with great kindness towards Pro- 
testants, and concluded with a solemn appeal to all 
present to consider these things with the candour 
which their importance demanded, as before God, and 
as relating to their immortal souls. Dr. C— again 
replied, shewing that persecution and idolatry were 
sanctioned authoritatively by the Church of Rome, and 
that he was very glad to find that the speaker did not 
hold these principles; and that though that was no 
proof that his Church did not hold them, it was a con- 
elusive reason why he should leave that Church which 
taught doctrines which he repudiated as contrary to the 
Word of God. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF MR. B——. 
Lambeth Operative Auxiliary. 


A person, who professes once to have been a Protes- 
tant, but who is now undoubtedly a zealous Roman 
Catholic, has been endeavouring by every possible means 
in his power to make his shopmates Roman Catholics 
also, (especially the youths), of which we were informed 
at the time. Knowing the strength of our cause I made 
no hesitation to at once challenge him to an open dis- 
cussion on the points at issue between Protestants and 
Romanists, that all might have a fair opportunity to hear 
both sides of the question, which he repeatedly declined 5 
notwithstanding he continued to evade me by every 
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means in his power, he persevered in his attempts to 
make proselytes, by begging all that would listen to him 
to read the subtle works of Dr. Milner, Dr. Challenor, 
the Poor Man’s Catechism, and also to introduce Ro- 
mish tracts. We also distributed the Society’s tracts, 
lent replies to Milner’s, Challenor’s, and other Romish 
works, such as tracts, catechisms, &c. and the result is 
that he has been altogether foiled in his attempt to 
proselyte (his own conversion I do not despair of ), 
which otherwise, in all probability, would not have been 
the case, as some have confessed that their faith was 
wavering. The Protestants thank us for our trouble ; 
they have purchased volumes of the Society’s tracts, 
the Dockhead discussion, and the Protestant, regu- 
larly. 
May we 


Member of the Lambeth Auxiliary, who is one of those who were 
on the verge of entering the Romish Church, thus writes :— 


On July 2, I visited Mrs, T , and told her that 
the more I read Roman Catholic books the more was I 
convinced of the truth of the doctrines of the Catholic 
Church of England, and of the falsehood of those of 
the Church of Rome. She next asked me how long I 
had been a Catholic? I answered that I was born a 
Catholic, believed in the Catholie Church, and was 
brought up in the Catholic faith. Then if you are a 
Catholic, how is it that you do not understand the 
Catholic faith? I answered, I verily believed in the 
Catholic faith, which if I did not believe I should 
perish everlastingly. And St. Athanasius, explaining 
the Catholic faith, said, ‘And the Catholic faith is this : 
that we worship God in Trinity, and Trinity in unity ; 
neither confounding the persons nor dividing the sub- 
stance.” Ah, you need not tell me all that, I have 
known that long ago. But you do not go to confession 
to a priest, and make your case acquainted to him, and 
he will answer all your doubts. 1 told her I knew of 
no other priest to go and make my confession to except 
Christ Jesus, who will pardon those who unfeignedly 
believe his holy Gospel, and felt assured that if I con- 
fess my sins to him “he is faithful and just to forgive 
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us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
(1 John i. 8, 9.) Then you are a Protestant! Yes. 
Then if you believe Scripture, how is it that you can be 
a Protestant, for the Scriptures do not say that if you 
do not believe in the Protestant faith you will perish 
everlastingly. No; neither can you prove from the 
same authority that if you do not believe the Romish 
faith you will perish everlastingly. Then how is it that 
you profess to believe in the Catholic faith when the 
Bible does not mention such a word, which is the source 
from whence you say your religion sprang? I contend 
that the Bible is the religion of Protestants; the Bible 
the only rule of Protestants. Yes, I maintain that the 
Bible is our rule of faith, and that whatever cannot be 
proved by it is a false doctrine. Thus it is not the 
name that we go by, whether it is Greek or Roman 
Catholics, Protestants, &c. that we are to be saved 
by, but only the faith which they profess to believe that 
they will be saved by, providing it be in accordance 
with the Bible. You do not seem to understand the 
word Protestant ; you forget that it is but a nickname 
which was first given in 1529 to the Lutherans, who 
protested against the Diet of Spires; therefore you 
ought to go and see what~Protestants believe, and upon 
minute examination you would find that a real and true 
Protestant is a person who protested against error in 
whatever way it might present itself. Thus by the same 
rule which made Lutherans Protestants St. Augustin was 
a Protestant for having protested against the error and 
heresies in histime. Andif you say a Protestant is not 
a Catholic, by the same rule I can say, that as you are a 
Catholic you cannot be a Christian, or a disciple of 
Christ, for in his days they were called Nazarenes, Gali- 
leans, and it was not till sometime after his death that 
they were first called Christians at Antioch. In fact, it 
little matters by what appellation you are called by the 
world, for as they called the Master (i. e. Christ) Beel- 
zebub, how much more will they call his disciples by 
such like names. And our Saviour, being mindful of 
this, has pronounced a blessing on his servants in such 
circumstances, when he said, ‘‘ Blessed are you when 
men shall persecute you, and revile you, and say all 
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manner of evil against you falsely for my sake.” Thus 
it is no matter by what appellation you go by as long as 
you believe the doctrines which were taught by our 
blessed Lord and his apostles. 


BRITISH REFORMATION SOCIETY MEETINGS. 


On Wednesday 18th June, the weekly meeting of the 
Local Society was held in the Assembly Rooms, Notting- 
ham. The Rev. John Cumming, D.D. and the Rey. 
Geo. Bull, incumbent of St. Matthew’s, Birmingham, 
were the deputation. The following local clergy occu- 
pied the platform. The Rev. J. W. Brooks, vicar of 
St. Mary’s, the Rev. Geo. Brown, vicar of Leuton, the 
Rev. Thos. Bell, the Rev. Thos. Ovens, the Rev. R. P. 
Clemenger, the Rev. Thos. B. Langley, the Rev. W. 
Clementson, the Rev. R. P. Blakeney, incumbent of 
Hyson Green. The Rev. J. W. Brooks in the chair. 
The Rev. R. P. Blakeney having opened the meeting 
with prayer, the Chairman called on the deputation, who 
spoke very ably and were enthusiastically received by the 

eople. 

Y The Protestant Watchmen, about forty in number, 
walked in procession to the meeting, each of whom 
earried in his hand a Bible, thus to evince their attach- 
ment to the great principle of the Reformation, ‘the 
Bible and the Bible alone the religion of Protestants.” 
The room was crowded to excess, and some of the most 
respectable people of the town and neighbourhood were 
present. Owing to the exertions of the Society, a great 
Protestant feeling exists in Nottingham. 

The Romish priests and missionaries are most active 
and use every means to make proselytes. The labours 
of the local society, however, have been greatly blessed 
by the Lord in rousing Protestants to a juster sense of 
their privileges—in preserving many from Popery, and 
in converting not a few from sin and Rome to “the truth 
as it is in Jesus.” 

Wootwicu.—A very full and interesting meeting 
was held at Woolwich on Monday, July 14th, The 
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young men seem very active and zealous, as well as in- 
terested in their work. Several Roman Catholics were 

resent, and listened attentively. The Romish cause 
a suffered very much in this town. 

Sono.—A crowded meeting was held in this district 
on Tuesday evening, July 15. An Operative Auxiliary 
was formed. Several Romanists put questions to the 
speaker, and were satisfactorily answered. A spirit of 
enquiry was started, from which it is trusted important 
results will flow. 


Dockxuerap Discuss1on ON TRANSUBSTANTIATION, 
held at Bermondsey, between Mr. J. Ballard, 
Protestant, and Mr. B. Graham, Roman Gathers 
May, 1845. Sold at 8, Exeter Hall. 

This is a very satisfactory proof of Mr. Ballard’s ac- 
quaintance with the controversy. Mr. Graham was by 
no means ignorant of his creed, or of the ordinary way 
of defending it. 

Mr. Ballard’s replies were so conclusive that his op- 
ponent was obliged to shift his ground, and after the 
example of his Church turn infidel, pro tempore. 

Mr. Ballard pursued him into this shelter, and offered 
to drive him out of it if he persisted seriously in keep- 
ing it any longer. The discussion is a very admirable 
proof of the value of our Operative Auxiliaries, and 
sshews the importance of preparing the Protestant 
Operatives for such opponents as Mr. Graham. Almost 
every Romanist is taught to defend Popery and to assail 
Protestantism. Were our Operatives all like Mr, Ballard, 
neither the Priest nor his people would have much 
chance of success. 


Awrut Disctosurrs; or Extracts FROM THE 
THroLocy or Liguori, CANonIzZED 1N 1839, 
with Remarks by the Rev. R. P. Blakeney, B.A. 
Incumbent of Hyson Green, Notts. Sold at 8, 
Exeter Hall, 

This is a most important review of the writings and 
theological sentiments of one of the recently canonized 
saints of the Papacy. Mr, Griffin, one of the Romish 
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priests of Nottingham, more passionately than pru- 
dently, called in question the faithfulness of some of 
Mr. Blakeney’s extracts, which went very much to 
tarnish the glories of a recent saint, in whose interces- 
sion and merits Mr. Griffin puts no little confidence. 

This led Mr. Blakeney not only to prove the accuracy 
of his previous extracts, but also to enlighten the priest 
still further on the morality of his saint, and the people 
of Nottingham on the doctrines of Romanism. We refer 
to Mr. Blakeney’s little work, for illustrations, all those 
persons who are disposed either to palliate, or to propi- 
tiate, or to endow Popery. The extracts are most faithful, 
and the translation scholar-like, and the conclusion is 
irresistibly established, that the Church, so called, that 
patronizes the reading, and beatifies the works of such 
wickedness, is as remote from Apostolicity as Apostasy 
can be. 


DONATIONS, SUBSCRIPTIONS, &e. 
Received from June 26th to July 25th, 1845. 


Bil. Gs £. 3. a. 
Rev. R. T. Lancaster : 1 1 O |} Miss L. Yonng. 100 
Miss Dent, per Nisbet & Co, 1 0 O | J.L. Ellis, Esq. ‘ 100 
Rev. E. W. Caulteild ,, 1 0 0O | Thos. S. Rawson, Esq. re he 
Mrs. E. Burgess a 010 O |} Miss Flinders . . . ES.9 
Mi-s Stokes A ” 010 0 | Miss Tyler 5 ‘ 010 6 
Lady M. Saurin ” 1 0 0 | Miss Richardson 2 et ee 6 
Miss E. C. Fraser it 010 6 | F.R. per Nisbet & Co. don.1 0 0 
Lady L. Finch or 2 0 0} Rev. W. Money, do. shee. 0 
The Countess of Galloway ,, .2 0 0 | Mr. Ballard, for publications 2 13 10 
Mr. G. Norman . : 3.0 0O.| Mr. Daws 53 0s 0 
Captain W. Lake. 1 1 O| Mr. Scott 33 0s 0 
Rev. W. Chambers . 2 0 O| Messrs. J. Nisbet &Co. ,, 215 9 
S. Kesteven ° * 1 1 ©} Captain Harcourt ” 05 6 
Miss E. Young . oth 1 1 0} Mr. Martin > 0 4 2 

ERRATA, 


No. VY. pe 120, For, That the Virgin, &c. read, That we did not 
know that the Virgin, &c. 
Do. do. for, Such miserable shifts, &c. read, To such mi- 
serable shifts, &c. 
No. VI. p. 145, for, Jer. chap. x. ver. 5, read, Jer. chap. i. ver.10. 
Do. do. for, And the minister’s authority is likewise to 
declare to pardon, &c. read, And the mi- 
nister’s authority is likewise to declare to 
the sick that God is willing to pardon, 
&C. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


L. Toe Cuurcu of Rowe. 

Il. Hear the Cuurcn. 

ILL. TRANSUNSTANTIATION, 
Worship, Mass-Sacrifice, 
Halt-Communion, 

IV. Ane Roman Carno ics forbid- 
den to read the Hoxry Scrie- 
TURES? 

V. A Frienvry Appear to Roman 
CaTHo ics, in behalf of the Re- 
formed Catholic Church, 

VI. Transtation of the Creep of 
Porg Pius LV., with Explana- 
tory Remarks, 

VII. Jpbentity of Popery and Trac- 
TARIANISM; or Pope Pius the 
Fourth’s Creed: illustrated by 
Tractavian Comments, 

VUIL. The Ansurvity and Nubury 
of the Roman and TRACTARIAN 
Ruces of Farra. 

IX. Where was the Universar 
Voice of the Vistpte Caurcn 
in the Nicene Acg? or, a Brief 
Sketch of the principal Heresies 
and Divisions of the Fourth and 
Fifth Centuries; designed as an 
Antidote to Tractarianism. 

X. The Questions, What is Trac- 
TARIANISM ? answered by an Ex- 
amination of No. 59 of the British 
Critic. 

XI. The Fawnaticism of the 4th and 
Sth Centuries; or Tractarian In- 
consistency. 

XIL. PaivateJup¢ment:—The Bible 
and the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, versus Tractarianism, Tra- 
dition, and the Catholic Voice of 
Antiquity. 

XIIL. The ContTraviction of the 
Farners; respectinlly addressed 
to Roman Catholics and Tracta- 
rians. 

XLV. Purcatory explained & refuted, 


Host- 
and 


The above are stereotyped, and sold at 
ld. each, or 5s. per 100. 


XY. Firry Morives for not being a 
Roman Catholic. Price 3d, 
XVleSaivt Worsuip, as tanght and 
practised in the Church of Rome, 
Price 1d. 

A Manuva of the Romisa Conrro- 
versy. Price 3d. 

A Brisr Rerzty to “A Sure Way to 
find out the True Religion, by the 
late Rev. T. Baddeley, a Roman 
Catholic priest,” by a Member of the 
Reformed Catholic Church. Price 4d 


The Nunnery, or Popery exposed in 
her Tyranny. Price 1d. 

Curistian Docrring, which treats of 
the Catholic Church, Price 2d. 

The Voice of the Bisug; or the Serip- 
tures against Romanism. Price 2d. 

The Form of Consecratinc CHURCHES 
according to the Ritual of the Church 
of Rome. Price 2d, 

The Rev. J. Commine’s Repry to a 
Lecture delivered by Rev. T. Sisk, 
Roman Catholic priest, in the Town 
Hall, Woolwich, Price 2d, 

Movern Romanism. By Rev. J. 
Cumming, D.D. Price 1d. 

Form or Recrivinc Converts from 
the Cucercu or Rome, as used in 
the CHURCH of ENGLAND. Price 1d. 

The Prorestant Carecuism. By Rev. 
D. Bagot, B.D. Price 6d. ~ 

Snort Avpressgs to the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Chelsea. By Capt. F. E. V. 
Harcourt, R.N. Price 2s. per 100, 

Suorr Tracts on Transubstantiation— 
the Sacrifice of the Mass—Parga- 
tory, and Prayers for the Dead— 
Invocation of Saints and Anyels— 
Image Worship—The Rule of Faith, 
and the Hostility of the Romish 
Charch to God's written word, $d 
each, or 18. per 100, 

Awrut DiscLosure, being extracts 
Wanslated from the Moral Theology 
of Alphonsus Liguori, who was canon~ 
ized in the year 1839, with remarks 
thereon, by the Rev, R. P. Blakeney, 
B.A. locumbent of Hyson Green, 
Notts. In parts, (containing five 
> hee with neat wrapper, price 
6d. 

The TENDENCY of RoMANIsM to destro: 
Man’s best interests even in this 
world, the substance of a Lectare de- 
livered before the Reformation So- 
city, Nottingham, by the Rev. R. 
P, Blakeney. Price 6d. 

The Dockusav Discusston on the 
Roman Catholic doctrine of Transub- 
stantiation, between Mr. J, Ballard, 
Protestant, and Mr. B. Graham, 
Rowan Catholic, Price 2d. 

Downstve Discussion between Rev. 
E. Tottenham, B.D. and Rev. J. 
Brown, Roman Catholic — priest. 
Price 6s. bds. > 

HammersmiruH Discussion, between — 
Rev. J. Cumming, D.D. and D. 
French, Esq. Price 8s. bds. 

TRIDENTINE and TRACTARIAN POPERY; 
or Lectures for the Times, by Rev. J. 
Cumming, D.D., in cloth bds. 108. 6d. 


Sold at the Society’s Office, 8, Exeter Hall, Strand, London. Also by NIsBET, 
Berners-street; HarcHakp, Piccadilly; Seevey, Fleet-street; and SHaw, 


Southampton-row, 


